Introduction
a Special Area of Conservation (code SKUEV 0117). Th e total area of the reserve is now 200 hectares (Fig. 1) . Abrod is the largest remaining lowland fen meadows complex in Slovakia. It has been recognised as a unique botanical and zoological location since 1923 (Degen et al. 1923) . However, since then, the whole catchment area has increasingly been subjected to human pressures, starting with a rigorous alteration of the water regime during the 1960s and 1970s. Th e regulation of the Porec Creek, which passes through the reserve, together with the drainage of many wetlands along the Porec, resulted in a signifi cant decrease in the groundwater level throughout the catchment area (Stanová & Viceníková, 2003) . In Abrod this has led to intensive peat mineralization and consequent eutrophication in large sections of the reserve.
Th e reserve now provides a habitat for 104 plant species on the Slovak Red List (Stanová 2003), of which three occur in large, i.e. vital, populations only in Abrod and nowhere else in Slovakia. Th ey are as follows: Gladiolus palustris (on the IUCN Red List and species of European importance; Fig. 2 (Fig. 2b ) -an extremely rare species in Europe. Of the few occurrences of this species in Slovakia, the population in Abrod is the most abundant (Reiprich & Okáli 1988 -1989 . Coleophora musculella is also a moth of European importance. Th is species was known to occur only in a few isolated localities in France, Germany, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia (Karsholt & van Nieuwkerken 2010) . In Slovakia, Abrod is the only known place of occurrence (Tokár et al. 1999) . Th e larvae develop monophagously on Dianthus superbus.
Th ese facts illustrate that Abrod is a natural habitat of European importance and its inclusion in the Natura 2000 network is fully justifi ed. 
